ifto                THE RKTTRNKD TRAVELLER

lions. They disappeared, several at a time, into the fla^Ks of
the small waves: till at last only three, and then two., agfl then
one was left, miraculously preserving his* trajectory, to go

skipping away from us towards tin* unattainable horizon___

When in the end he disappeared, I wondered if he too was
called upon to play the 'Returned Traveller: was encouraged
to dilate on his experiences in that element to which he had
paid a more than ordinarily protracted visit: was implored
by large? smooth white fish, with ugly mouths and protruding
cyos, to Tell Them All About The Air: was invited by prim-
mer, altogether more heady ilsh to come down and give their
shoal a talk next term: was asked, by decorative inane fish
with a tendency to wriggle, whether he wouldn't he going off
somewhere, else directly., and didn't the sea seem too dread-
fully boring after all his thrilling adventures in the air: was
cross-examined by sage portentous public-spirited fish about
the Standard of Living up there, and the rainfall, and what
sort of chance a decent young fish with a public school educa-
tion but practically no capital would have in this clement
whose potentialities were said to be so vast.. . .Poor little fly-
ing fish!  My heart went out to him.

You must not think that; I have overstated the horrors of
being a Returned Traveller. Now I come to think of it, in-
deed. It has been the other way about. I sec that I have
handled his case too subjectively. Thus far3 he appears from
my diagnosis to be his own worst enemy: a hypersensitive
creature, tortured by qualms too nice to be of general ap-
plication, too finicky and eager in his fears* You may object
that anyone so scrupulous to renounce a spurious prestige.,
anyone so morbidly analytical of his own capacity to bore,
does not have to go round the world to put himself in a posi-
tion which he finds distressing; he would have misgivings
anywhere.

In this there is some shadow of the truth* But wait* I have
dealt as yet with only a moiety of the afflictions which were
to beset me in three weeks3 time. Good fortune and address